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Letter to my European friend — from independence, to freedom
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“All of humanity’s past would be in vain if we do not take anything useful from it for our own lives.’
— These words belong to a Georgian public figure, Ilia Chavchavadze, who dedicated his entire life to
the fight for Georgia’s national values, freedom and security. Hello friend! I'm Nino and I am writing

to you so I can share with you the true meaning of my homeland Georgia’s independence. Georgia —a



land blessed by The Virgin Mary, lies at the heart of the Caucasus, between the mountains and the sea.
It is also a land which, since its very beginning, has been involved in wars. Georgia suffered
continuously from the pressure and the attacks from the enemies and lots of blood was shed so that the
country would not surrender to the enemy forces and would instead gain true independence and
freedom. Now, as I am writing to you, I am remembering every single one of God’s children who
proudly sacrificed themselves so that Georgia would not disappear from existence. I cannot say that my
homeland is entirely independent nowadays. Yes, it is true that Georgia has a formal independence,
however independence is not just words on paper with a political symbol on it, but it rather is a peace
of mind and heart and the ability to think freely without pressure from anyone else. In Georgia,
decisions are increasingly being made not in the interests of the people, but rather influenced by
political agendas and external forces. For me, this is painful and unacceptable. A country, which has
such an extraordinary and painful past, filled with heroes, should be fully independent and should not
be chained or held back by political agendas and pressure. This is a necessity, so that not a single drop
of blood from the Georgian heroes would be in vain. Just like how Ilia Chavchavadze said it: “The past

is a solid foundation for the present, just as the present is for the future.”

Let’s now travel back to the past. In the 19% century, all of Georgia became part of the Russian Empire.
The revolutions of 1917 brought an end to the old imperial order in the country. The collapse of the
empire paved the way for Georgia’s dream to create an independent state for the first time in its history.
On May 26, 1918, in Tbilisi, the national council declared Georgia’s independence. This was the result
of a long and painful struggle by the people. However, this independence lasted only three years. In
February 1921, the Red Army invaded Georgia and forcibly turned the country into a Soviet Republic.
The Soviet Union became a symbol of totalitarianism. Despite all this, Georgia and its people never
fully gave in. On April 9, 1989, thousands of people gathered peacefully on Rustaveli Avenue,
demanding Georgia’s independence. Sadly the Soviet army responded with violence. Many lives were
lost. Two years later, on the same day, April 9, 1991, the Supreme Council of Georgia officially declared
the restoration of Georgia’s state independence. A Country that spent years under the chains of enemy
forces, finally woke up. Georgia reminds me of “The Phoenix.” It rose from its ashes as many times as
it fell. This awakening also changed the opinions of the Georgian residents. For instance, during the

Soviet period thinking freely, criticizing things and expressing emotions were strictly forbidden and



people lived in the constant state of fear. But we, the new generation, have the ability to express
personal thoughts, we can criticize the government and past without getting punished. Nowadays
many protests are held in Tbilisi, where people criticize the government and Parliament. During Soviet
period, such actions would have resulted in arrest or confinement in a psychiatric hospital. Despite the
change in regime, many people are still punished for similar criticism. If Georgia were fully and truly
independent, there would be no need for massive rallies. However, those who remember the past and
draw parallels between the present and the past are now stepping forward to fight for the path toward
Europe, so that Georgia’s independence can finally be secured once and for all and so that all forms of

pressure that still linger among us may disappear.

Thus, independence is truly precious, my friend. You know how they say, “Dwelling on the past can
cost us the future,” but in my view, it’s quite the opposite. The past is what can save our future. By
remembering the past, we recall every battle, every war, every drop of blood that brought us to where
we are today, that memory is what gives us the motivation to carry forward the spirit of our ancestors

and rise again, as a true, independent nation. Long live the independent Georgia!



